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Letter from the President   
I'm thrilled to be able to share with you our reconstituted Chapter newsletter. Our goal is 
to use this newsletter as another communication tool to better keep our members and 
other interested parties informed of our meetings, the work we’re engaged with - both in 
the field as well as the advocacy and legislative efforts led by Ty Churchwell - and finally 
some fishing-related material that we hope you find interesting.  
 
Before we move forward into 2019, I would like to take a moment to reflect on this past 
year. From the persistent drought to the 416 fire and its aftermath, 2018 was a difficult 
year for our fisheries. Water was a commodity that was in short supply. But through all 
the negatives, there were the positives we at 5R remain thankful for. From the discovery 
of the San Juan lineage cutthroat and the continued great work being done up at Hermosa 
Creek to the news of the introduction of the Good Samaritan legislation and the 
Community Advisory Group for the Bonita Peak Superfund Site, progress continues to be 
made. Our partnerships with CPW, USFS and others have been extraordinary and we’re 
fortunate to work with those who share a similar vision for our public lands and fisheries.  
 
Last, but certainly not least, a sincere thank you to those who gave of their time this last 
year to help with all our activities. We take great pride as an organization of “walking the 
walk” and know that we cannot accomplish all we do without dedicated volunteers such 
as you.  
 
We’re excited about the future and what we have planned as we continue our efforts. Be 
safe during the holidays, enjoy time with your families wherever you may be, and we look 
forward to seeing you all in 2019 
  
Buck Skillen 
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Chapter News 

• We received $5,000 from Patagonia for riparian and habitat restoration in 
Hermosa Creek as part of the on-going Cutthroat re-introduction program. The 
Chapter will be looking for volunteers to help with this work in the summer and 
fall of 2019. 

• San Juan lineage Cutthroat: (SJCT) will be the subject of reintroduction work in 
appropriate watersheds in the San Juan’s in the next several years.  

• There will be 4 Program Meetings in 2019, usually held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of the month: February 13, April 10, September 11 and November 13. Meeting 
locations will be provided in advance with the downstairs of the Irish Embassy Pub 
the likely location. Please check the newsletter prior to the next meeting to confirm 
that’s month location. 

 
 
Chapter Meetings  

• Chapter meetings will be held in the non-program months and are intended to be 
more casual. Location, date and time will be provided well in advance. 

• The Hermosa Creek work for 2018 was partially completed. In November, 
volunteers helped scatter grass seed in the area of the new barrier prior to the road 
shutdown for the winter. We intend to go back in as early as possible in the spring 
to plant willows, Stay tuned as more information becomes available. 

• Board members are working with CPW and USFS on where the emphasis will be 
for reintroduction of the San Juan Lineage Cutthroat. The focus will be on habitat 
most likely to survive climate change  

 
 
  Upcoming Events 

• January 8, 2019 (Tuesday) – Board of Directors Meeting, Room 109 of the 
Smiley Building  

• January 2019, Chapter Meeting. Date and location to be determined.  
• February 12, 2019 (Tuesday) – Board of Directors Meeting, Room 109 of the 

Smiley Building  
• February 13, 2019 (Wednesday) - 6:00-8:00 pm, Program Meeting. Location 

and Program details to come.  
  
 

Put these dates on your calendars now! 
Details for these events will be posted in our e newsletters, Facebook, and 

emails as they become available. 
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Tips and Tricks: Winter Fishing with Midges 
In winter, midges become a principle food source and the most reliable hatch for fly 
fishers to target. What they lack in size is offset by their massive populations. 
  
If you learn to fish the midge effectively, winter fly fishing can be a lot of fun. Below are 
some tips to consider next time you head out to a river dominated by these little guys! 
  
Pay Attention to the Hatch Cycle and Trout Behavior 
Because midges have three stages - larva, pupa and adult – it’s vital to pay attention to 
where the trout are positioned in the water column. 

a. Early in the day, fish are usually low in the water column eating larvae. Keeping 
your flies on the bottom and dead-drifting during this non-hatch period is critical 
to success. 

b. As the water begins to warm, the hatch progresses to the pupal stage. Due to their 
size, midge pupae have difficulty breaking through the surface film and are easy 
pickings for trout. Drifting two midge pupa patterns in the middle of the water 
column can be very successful. Using the right amount of weight is critical as you 
need to keep the flies off the bottom. 

c. When trout are breaking the surface or feeding just under the surface many anglers 
make the mistake of fishing adult patterns. Trout suspend in the water column and 
gorge on emerging pupae. A dry/dropper rigs with an emerger is especially 
effective at this time.  

d. For targeting trout that are keying on adults, it’s important to understand the 
feeding window is narrow as the fish are high in the water column. A fly delivered 
inches to one side or the other will be off target. 
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Keep Flies Small & Imitative 
To find more consistent success, focus your fly selection on imitative flies and smaller 
sizes.  Get the most imitative pattern you can find and go one size smaller than the 
naturals – for example, if the fish are eating black, size 20 midges, tie on a black, size 22 
mercury midge.   
  
Don’t be afraid to switch patterns frequently 
Things can change suddenly during a midge hatch, especially where trout have the luxury 
of targeting specific stages of specific insects. Be patient, but only to the point where you 
feel you have successfully tried a pattern, technique or location, then move on and try 
something new until you find the fish.   
 
Consider using a yarn indicator 
Expect subtle takes that can be easily missed. Fish will eat your flies using absolute 
minimal energy, so set the hook on the slightest pause or hesitation of your 
indicator. Consider using a small yarn strike indicator that is more sensitive, particularly 
areas where trout have a long time to inspect your offering.  
  
Fly fishing in the winter can be challenging but, also, highly rewarding. Fishing tiny flies 
in technical waters to educated fish can certainly be frustrating but learning to do so 
expands the fishing season for those willing to do so.  
 
 
 
 
Final Thoughts: “What Price are We Willing to Pay?” 
When I saw the information last month on the possible rollback on the Clean Water Act, 
it struck me that many of the people alive don't remember how it was back in the 60's and 
70's before strong environmental regulations began to make the impact they have.  
  
I grew up in the eastern suburbs of Cleveland and Lake Erie was both my backyard and 
my playground. At that time, the Cuyahoga River – which flows through downtown 
Cleveland - served as a sewer and depository for factory waste, best known as the “river 
that caught fire”. While this has led to decades of fodder for comedians, what is not as 
well-known is that “event” helped spur the environmental movement of the late 1960’s 
and ultimately to the passing of the Clean Water Act. 
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Today, roughly 45 years later, the success of efforts to clean up the river can be measured 
by the variety of fish found in a previously “dead” river – walleye, perch, smallmouth and 
largemouth bass, panfish, catfish – and an annual run of steelhead. I’ve seen first-hand 
the difference involvement, strong leadership and legislation can make.  
 
 
 
Our job as Trout Unlimited is to restore, reconnect, and protect the cold water resources 
from which all water comes. We need to continue raise our voices to ensure that we don't 
plunge back to those old days. 
  
Trout Unlimited continues to lead our community through the daunting Superfund 
process via TU's broadly-supported San Juan Clean Water coalition.  Sign up, follow 
along, support our objectives and most importantly stay informed and engaged. 
 

 
  

This is the e-newsletter of 5  Rivers Chapter of the nation's leading 
coldwater conservation organization - Trout Unlimited 
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