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Highlights  

• Opportunity for Chapter leadership roles in Conservation and Youth Education. 
• Upcoming conservation work includes Animas River cleanup and Hermosa Creek riparian work. 

• Upcoming events include the Orvis 50/50 film and a presentation from Greg Hobbs 
• Our fishing tip talks about fishing small streams. 

 
 
Letter from the President 
Your 5RTU Board met recently for a retreat and worked diligently on a Strategic Plan for the next 3 – 
5 years; lots of good information and direction going forward.  
 
The bottom line for our membership is that we have numerous opportunities to fulfill our mission of 
protecting and restoring our cold-water fisheries and we have a Board dedicated to working the 
Plan. However, the Board cannot do it all. We need members to step up and help, and I don’t mean 
by coming out for a boots on the ground day or two. We need folks who are willing to take the 
reigns and be the lead. 
  
Two areas come immediately to mind: Conservation and Youth Education. If you have interest in 
talking with me about taking on a leadership role in either of these areas please give me a call or 
email me. Rest assured we are not going to throw a volunteer into a situation without significant 
support and backup and simply discussing the possibility of taking a leadership role will not be 
taken as a commitment. 
  
FYI, the flows on San Juan Quality Waters are around 1700 cfs. My recent experience at that level 
was clear water and willing fish, but hard wading. For more information, go to 
www.usbr.gov/uc/water/crsp/cs/nvd.html. 
 
Tight Lines. 
Buck Skillen 
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Chapter News 
• On October 5th, we will be doing an Animas River cleanup. More details to follow in a 

separate communication but we will be starting and finishing at Rotary Park. 
 

• In coordination with The Forest Service, we are planning on workdays on Hermosa Creek at 
the confluence barrier for the purposes of planting willows on October 7th and 8th (Monday 
and Tuesday). This is the only volunteer opportunity we have for fieldwork at the present 
time. 

 
 
Upcoming Events 
You can get details for all upcoming events at the 5RTU website calendar page.  
 

• A program with Justice Greg Hobbs and Lifelong Learning discussing Water Conservation 
and Environmental Law in the Colorado West will be held on September 19 from 7:00 pm - 
8:30 pm @ Ft. Lewis College, 130 Noble Hall. For more information go to: 
https://coloradohumanities.org/event/water-conservation-and-environmental-law-in-the-
colorado-west/  

 
• The Orvis 50/50 film - in conjunction with Braided - will be shown at 7pm on September 

26th at Pine Needle Dry Goods. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased by going to the 
following site: 
https://5050filmtour.myeventscenter.com/event/Pine-Needle-Dry-Goods-3440 

  
As information becomes available, details for our events will be communicated on our Website, our 

Facebook page as well as through email messages. 
 

 
FISHING TIP:  Prospecting in Small Streams 
Little in fly fishing is more fun than heading to a small stream. This is fly fishing that brings you 
back to its essence. It’s pure stalking, casting and catching. 
  
Below are some tips that can be helpful as you head out to fish these little gems. 
 

1. Be Sneaky 
When fishing a small stream, approach it carefully. Move slowly and deliberately, keep a 
low profile, and keep your shadow behind you. Stay out of the water whenever possible. 

 
2. Fish Will be Cover-Oriented 

Cover and shade are important. Look for shadows, ledges, or structure that might give trout 
shelter. Fish the edges of the stream or any small depression in the streambed. 
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3. Don’t Dwell on the Fly Pattern 
There is no need to agonize over fly selection. The fish aren’t usually picky. While they may 
have moments of selectivity during a hatch, they rarely look beyond a fly’s size and color. If 
you’re not getting any looks - and you’re reasonably sure that you have not spooked fish - 
make a drastic change in your fly selection. Change from a dry fly to a nymph or small fly to 
a large fly. The time to make subtle pattern changes is after a series of hard looks and 
refusals. In that situation, the best move is to go to a smaller size. 

 
4. Change Flies Early and Often  

If a fly isn’t working, cycle it out for something different. Don’t try and force the fish to eat 
something they are obviously not interested in. Keep changing until you find one that 
works.  

 
5. Keep Moving 

Remind yourself over and over to keep moving. Most strikes will occur on the first or second 
cast to a particular lie. Pick out the likely spots, make a cast, take a step, and do this over and 
over again so you are covering plenty of water. If you’ve gotten several excellent drifts with 
no response, it’s time to move. 

 
6. Casting Can be Tough.  

Short, accurate casts, without false casts, are the essence of small stream fishing. The 
“casting” is really dapping and lobbing. To be really successful in small water, you can’t 
have an anxiety attack over losing a few flies. 

 
7. Don’t be Afraid to Use Tough Terminal Tackle 

Streams with an abundance of overhanging tree limbs and roots protruding from banks can 
take a toll on your fly box. You’re far more likely to get your fly back out of the branches 
with 3X or 4X. Even nice trout are rarely tippet shy in smaller, lesser fished waters. 
 
Source: www.Theflycrate.com; www.askaboutflyfishing.com; www.R&Rflyfishing.com; The Orvis Guide 
to Small Stream Fly Fishing 
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