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Highlights 

Our Spring Banquet will be held on May 18 at the Powerhouse 
5RTU received the Outstanding Chapter Communication award from CTU 

A new resource page has been added to our website to help you get information more easily 
Our monthly fishing tip talks about identifying bugs based on their flight patterns 

 
 
Letter from the President   
All this snow is a good news / so-so news deal. The good news is that we have plenty of water 
this year; the so-so news is that we have plenty of water which means it’s going to be a while 
before we get on the rivers to fish. But, we’ll take it. 
 
The area reservoirs will fill to capacity, or almost fill in the case of Navajo. The really good news 
is the moderating temperatures we’ve been having are providing a more gradual runoff. Look 
for the Animas peak flow to approach 8,000 cfs or more. This should go a long way toward 
giving the river a badly needed flush. 
 
I just got back from Colorado TU’s Spring Rendezvous, which celebrated 50 years of CTU work 
and brought everyone up to date on work around the state on behalf of our coldwater fisheries. 
I was joined by Tom Jones (Regional VP) and new 5RTU Board members Kara Armano and 
Michael Bencic. I feel comfortable in reporting that our state and coldwater fisheries are being 
well served going forward. 
 
Locally, we can look forward to work up in the Hermosa Park area, helping CPW and USFS 
with San Juan Lineage Cutthroat reintroduction on Wolf Creek, various youth education 
opportunities and some fun events this summer. Stay tuned! 
 
As always, we are in need of volunteers – particularly younger folks and ladies – not just for the 
occasional on-the-ground work but also to help in building our Chapter. If you want to explore 
getting more involved, give me a call at 759-2726 or use the contact form on the website. 
 
Tight Lines. 
 
Buck Skillen 
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Chapter News 
• We're proud to announce that the Five Rivers Chapter was the recipient of the John 

Connolly Outstanding Chapter Communications Award at the recently concluded 
Colorado TU Rendezvous. This award was a recognition of the work we’ve done over 
the past year in the re-building of our website as well as our social media and email 
communications as well as our efforts to broaden our community outreach with local. 
Thanks to all Five Rivers TU members as well as local supporters who follow us and 
share our message. 

• On April 16, a panel discussion was held in Pagosa Springs discuss the San Juan 
cutthroat trout, their (re)discovery and their future reintroduction.  

• 5RTU will be sponsoring 2 local youths at the Colorado TU River Conservation and Fly 
Fishing Camp up in Gunnison this summer. We look forward to hearing about their 
experience later this year. 

• We’ve just added a new section to our website which provides links to various 
conservation agencies and organizations, local fly fishing partners as well as links to 
streamflow conditions for local rivers as well as water data for the states of Colorado 
and New Mexico. We hope this provides an easy one-stop source of information for 
your next fishing adventure.  

 
Upcoming Events 
Details for all upcoming events can be seen by going to the 5RTU website calendar page.  
 

• The Animas Watershed Partnership will have its Spring Forum to be held at the 
Durango Public Library on Thursday, May 9, from 6 – 8pm.  The City of Durango 
Community Development will present information on the new Santa Rita Water 
Reclamation Facility and the City's Storm Water Master Plan process.  The information 
will include an explanation of how the plant functions, a timeline for completion and 
how the new plant will improve on the quality of water returned to the Animas River. 

• May 18 - 5RTU Banquet at the Powerhouse. Doors open at 5:30. Check out the website 
for more details as well as a preview of some of the awesome live and silent auction 
items that will be available. 

  
 

As information becomes available, details for our events will be communicated on 
our Website, our Facebook page as well as through email messages. 
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FISHING TIP: Identifying bugs from a distance 
 
If you’re just getting into fly fishing, figuring out what’s on or in the water can be daunting. 
There are a number of ways to identify the bugs in the stream, from turning over rocks, looking 
for shucks on rocks, shaking stream side vegetation or using a net to catch anything floating on 
or under the surface of the water. 
 
However, one of the easiest things you can do is to observe any bugs that might be flying 
around or over a stream. What makes this so simple (so long as there are bugs in the air!) is that 
the flight patterns of the three major orders of aquatic insects – mayflies, caddisflies, and 
stoneflies – are uniquely distinctive to that family. These flight patterns will hold true to all 
within a given family even though there may be hundreds of different species. 
 
Here is a great description and visual of how to quickly identify – from a distance – which bugs 
are on the water based on how they fly.  
 

1. Mayflies. The dominant movement of the mayfly in motion is an even, steep to 
gently rolling, up and down flight. Adults move back and forth across the water in a 
wave-like pattern. Think of bobbing your head up and down. 

 

 
 
 

2. Caddis. When you see caddis flying, think of second graders with unrestricted access 
to chocolate and Mountain Dew. They move in a sporadic and unpredictable 
manner. They spiral and bounce, cork-screw and dive in a sporadic flight pattern. 
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3. Stoneflies. The B-52 bombers of the trout stream. Stoneflies are fairly weak fliers and 

are with some exceptions, are conspicuous by their size. They don’t waste energy 
dancing or twirling like other insects but move forward in a straight manner.  

 
 

 
 
Source: Ascent Fly Fishing 
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