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Letter from the President   
Yeah Snow!  
I trust everyone has stayed safe and has managed to dig out. The SNOTEL report for 
our Basin is currently showing about 124% of median for this date. With March and 
April usually being our snowiest months, this could be a very interesting fishing 
season.   
  
In late March, Tom Jones and I will be attending the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board meeting to advocate for the proposed in-stream flow right being requested by 
USFS and CPW for Himes Creek.  This reach of Himes Creek in the Wilderness holds 
one of only 8 populations of the recently discovered San Juan lineage Cutthroat Trout. 
  
We’re happy to announce that our new 5RTU website is up and running. Check it out at 
www.fiveriverstu.org (please note the use of .ORG). We’ll regularly be adding new 
features and information to the site so check back often. Better yet, just bookmark it so 
it's always right there. 
  
As always, thank you for your support of the work we do for our cold-water fisheries. 
 
As always, thanks for your support and Tight Lines 
 
Buck Skillen 

 
Chapter News 

• For those of you receiving our emails that are not members of Trout Unlimited, 
we encourage you to take advantage of the special introductory rate of just 
$17.50. This low rate is for new members only and what's even better is that $15 
of your $17.50 will go to 5RTU. It's important that you include our Chapter 
number (#451) when signing up. 

• The privacy of your information is something we take very seriously. Any 
member data we get from TU - email, phone, mailing address, etc. is not shared, 
sold or rented to any third parties. It's used only for the express purposes of 
5RTU communicating with our Chapter members.  

• On February 13, we hosted a videoconference presentation with Bryan Huskey 
and Sascha Clark Danylchuk of Keepemwet®. Bryan and Sascha discussed 
principles to minimize the impact on the fish we catch, even while taking 
pictures. Here are the basic principles they reviewed. For more tips and 
information, check out the Keepemwet® website. 
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o Minimize air exposure. Keep a fish’s mouth and gills fully submerged in 
the water as much as possible during handling. 

o Eliminate contact on dry surfaces. Contact with dry surfaces, whether 
they are hands, grass, boat bottoms, etc. can remove a fish's protective 
slime and make them more susceptible to diseases. 

o Reduce handling. Generally the less a fish is handled, the better. 
Measures like fishing barbless hooks and having tools easily accessible can 
help reduce handling and allow you to return the fish to water more 
quickly. 

• If you want to check out the latest snowpack, go to the SNOTEL report on and 
scroll down to the San Miguel, Dolores, Animas and San Juan River Basins at the 
bottom of the page. 

 
 

 
  
Upcoming Events and Activities  

• All events - as well as other important dates such as the CO Fishing License 
purchase reminder -  can be seen by going to the 5RTU website calendar page. 
The calendar is updated regularly. 

• March 19 - Chapter meeting at the Underground in the basement of the Irish 
Embassy. Guest speaker will be Nick Streit of the Taos Fly Shop. Nick's 
presentation will be on fishing New Mexico's Rio Grande and Red River. Check 
out the following link for more information on Nick as well as the presentation.  
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• March 28 - The last co-hosted Fly Tying Night with Duranglers. Tying will 
start around 6:00pm and wrap up around 8:00 or so. There’s no cost and 
everyone is welcome. Bring your tools and materials as well as any beverages or 
snacks you would like. Big thanks to our friends at Duranglers for hosting these 
events this winter. 

• April 5-6; Duranglers Fly Fishing Festival. Stop by the shop for details or check 
out our website where we will be updating information regarding the event on 
our calendar page. 

• April 6 - The return of the 2019 Fly Fishing Film Tour to Durango. Two shows: 
4pm and 8pm. Check out the website for information, including how and where 
to get tickets. 

• May 18 - 5RTU Banquet at the Powerhouse. More details to come but be sure to 
mark the date on your calendar. 

 
  

As information becomes available, details for our events will be communicated on 
our Website, our Facebook page as well as through email messages. 

 
 

 
Fishing Tip: "On the  Water Checklist" 
When we’re on the water, many of us are totally focused on the fishing. And rightfully 
so. There’s a lot to process. Where are the fish located? What are they eating.? Am I in 
the right position to cast?   
 
What we often forget is that we lose fish – or the opportunity to catch one – because we 
ignore some of the seemingly smaller details. Here’s a quick checklist that every angler 
on the water should run through during the day. 

• Hook Point (every 10 casts): Is it sharp? Did you remember to crimp the barb? Is 
the point still there, or did it break off? 

• Fly (every 10 casts): Is it floating (or otherwise performing) as it should? Are all 
the parts still intact? Is there any schmutz (weeds, etc.) on it? 

• Tippet (every 10 casts): Are there any bad nicks that might weaken the test 
strength? Any wind-knots or abrasion from running over rocks or from the 
trout’s teeth? 

• Knots (every 10 casts): Do they look smooth and well tied? Give a little tug to 
check. And retie anything that looks suspicious. 

• Ferrules (every 25 casts): Are they properly seated? Are the rod sections aligned? 
• Fly Line (every 50 casts): Is it floating (or sinking) as it should? Are there any bad 

nicks in it? 
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• Wading Position (as often as it changes): Are you in a safe spot, or have you 
accidentally wandered into trouble? Are there any obstacles that will make 
getting out of the water difficult? Are there any dangerous features you need to 
avoid if you do slip and fall? 

• Personal Health (hourly): Have you been drinking enough water? Are you 
wearing enough sunblock? Are you warm or cool enough? Are your legs getting 
too tired to wade in fast water?  

 
Source: Checklist Courtesy of Phil Monahan of Orvis) 

 
 
Final Thoughts: “A Flyfisher’s “Ode to Joy” 
One of the greatest things about fly fishing is that anyone can participate. It doesn’t 
matter whether you are old or young, male or female. There are really no restrictions or 
limitations and it allows us to stay active even as we age. 
  
According to www.passionateoutdoor.com, fly fishing is one of the best outdoor 
activities when it comes to reducing stress, keeping your brain sharp and promoting 
physical activity. Harvard neurobiologists liken fly fishing to yoga - it helps us relax 
and see the world beyond our problems. A Scottish Health Survey found that outdoor 
physical activity had a 50 percent greater positive effect on mental health than going to 
the gym. 
  
Walking through water against strong currents, over a slippery, rocky riverbed helps 
you work on balance and coordination while providing a solid cardiovascular workout. 
Swinging that rod back and forth provides an upper body workout as well as building 
hand-eye coordination. Locating fish, developing a strategy, choosing the correct fly, 
and properly presenting the fly to the fish all require critical thinking and creativity. 
  
The best time to fish is whenever you can because for the most part, it's not about the 
fish but rather the benefits of getting out on the water. 

 
 

This is the e-newsletter of the Five Rivers Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the nation's leading 
coldwater conservation organization. 

 
Past newsletters can be found on the Five Rivers TU website. 
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