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Highlights 

• A tribute to former Board member and water conservationist, Chuck Wanner. 
• On June 13, TU and 5RTU will be the keynote speakers speaking on the state of 

the Animas at the Animas River Community Forum  
• Our fishing tip talks about matching your tippet to the fly size 

 
 
Letter from the President 
What a GREAT Banquet, quite possibly our best ever regardless of the metric used.  
Thanks to the generosity of our members and supporters we netted over $10,000 on a 
great selection of live and silent auction items. 
 
Even better was the venue and, especially, the food, which was provided by the Grub 
Hub operating out of the Billy Goat Saloon in Gem Village.  I want to give a huge shout 
out to Danica Frost and Kelsy Westwater of the Grub Hub for their innovative 
presentation and extraordinarily good food.  The small plates available resulted in 
much movement with attendees going back multiple times for new choices and refills.  
This contributed to the energy and enthusiasm in the room and to the success of our 
fund raising, no doubt. 
 
IMHO, if you are looking for a venue and caterer, you can do no better than the 
Powerhouse Science Center and the Grub Hub. 
 
KUDOS go to Tim Miller, Kara Armano, Garrett Hanks and Shelley Walchak (strong 
recommendation for the GH) for a wonderful and very successful Annual Banquet.  
Rest assured the money raised will be put to good use supporting Five Rivers TU 
conservation efforts on behalf of our cold-water fisheries. 
 
Going forward into the Summer, if it ever gets here, be sure to check out our calendar as 
we are planning meetings and a picnic (August) along with our usual Fall lineup of 
September and November Chapter meetings.  You can find all of the details in the 
calendar of events on our web site. 
 
Tight Lines. 
Buck Skillen 
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Tribute to Chuck Wanner: 
Earlier this year Chuck Wanner decided it was best for him to dedicate more time to his 
family and personal pursuits and, of necessity, disengage from his work on water 
conservation. 
 
In light of Chuck leaving our Board, we want to share with you this recognition of 
Chuck’s exceptional contributions towards conservation of our cold-water fisheries. 
 

• First of all, Colorado has only one Wild & Scenic River - The Poudre - and Chuck 
is largely responsible for that. 

• Chuck developed and convened the River Protection Workgroup that ultimately 
resulted in the passage of the Hermosa Creek Watershed Protection Act 

• Chuck helped establish the Animas Watershed Partnership dealing with 
nutrients in the Animas River basin. 

• Chuck initiated the development of an Outstanding Waters designation for 
Hermosa Creek 

 
These are just a few of the accomplishments Chuck has helped lead in protection of our 
watersheds. For more, go to a special tribute page on our website. 
 

 
Chapter News 
Introducing The Water Information Program: 
 
The Water Information Program (www.waterinfo.org) is a public information program 
sponsored by the water districts, organizations and agencies in the San Juan and 
Dolores watersheds of Southwestern Colorado. The purpose of the WIP is to provide 
information to the public and community on water topics and water related issues. 
 
Five Rivers TU is a WIP partner with one of our Board members seated on the Steering 
Committee.  Five Rivers TU participates in the WIP organized and sponsored 
Children’s Water Festival that takes place at Fort Lewis College every year on the first 
Wednesday in May. For the last several years we have provided guides and programs 
for the CWF. This year CWF hosted 775 5th graders from La Plata, Montezuma and 
Archuleta Counties. 
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This year Kara Armano and Dennis Lum presented a program on aquatic insects and 
clean, cold water and Buck Skillen served as one of the water wizards. Our guide cadre 
consisted of Ken Baker, Tom Campbell, Bob Cloud, Tim Miller and Al Pfister. 
 
Take some time to go to the WIP web site and familiarize yourself with the wealth of 
information to be found there, including the eNewsletters. 
 

 
Upcoming Events 
You can get details for all upcoming events at the 5RTU website calendar page.  
 

“Pick the Peak” social on June 6 at Animas Brewery Company 
• Given all the precipitation we’ve experienced this winter and spring, we thought 

it would be fun to have a social event guessing the date and the flow of the peak 
runoff on the Animas. This will take place on June 6 starting at 5pm at the 
Animas Brewery Company. Keep your fingers crossed for nice weather.  

 
Animas River Community Forum (ARC) on June 13 
• Kara Armano from 5RTU will join Ty Churchwell and Garrett Hanks from Trout 

Unlimited as keynote speakers on June 13 at the Animas River Community 
Forum discussing the state of the Animas River from the headwaters through 
town. The Forum is free and open to the public and is held at the La Plata 
County Fairgrounds.  

o Ty will present an update on the Animas headwaters. 
o Garrett will be discussing the San Juan Cutthroat Trout and what it means 

for the Animas 
o Kara will talk about the state of the Animas fishery and the bug life. 

 
Showing of the Patagonia film Artifishal with Pine Needle Dry Goods on July 11 

On July 11, we’ll be showing the film Artifishal at Pine Needle Dry Goods. 
This film by Patagonia discusses the high cost—environmental, financial and 
cultural—of hatcheries and fish farms, and our mistaken reliance on human-
engineered solutions. Time TBD. 
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As information becomes available, details for our events will be communicated on 
our Website, our Facebook page as well as through email messages. 

 
FISHING TIP: Properly Matching Your Tippet to Your Fly 
 
Selecting the appropriate tippet size for your situation is an often overlooked aspect of 
fly fishing. To cast a fly well and have it behave like a natural, a fly should be matched 
to the appropriate tippet diameter. Most tippet sizes will support three or four fly sizes 
before they either get too stiff for a lifelike presentation or too thin to straighten a fly.  
 
The “Rule of 3” 
A  common rule that helps to determine what ‘X’ size tippet to use is to take the size of 
the fly, say a Size 16 Elk Hair Caddis, and divide the fly size by 3. In this example our 
fly is size 16, divided by 3 gives you 5.3333.  That would work out to be approximately 
a 5X tippet size. 
 
This chart of the formula should give you a suggestion on balancing the tippet and fly. 
While there are factors beyond what we noted above that can influence your choice, 
using either the chart or the formula will get you in the ballpark. 
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In General: 
• Choose the finer size if the water is very clear and the fish are spooky, or if you 

are fishing currents where drag is a problem (a thinner tippet will lessen un-
natural drag on your fly). 

• For average conditions, choose the middle size. 
• Choose the heavier size if the water is dirty, if it’s windy or the fish are unusually 

large or strong. 
• If you can, fish the strongest tippet you can get away with. Fishing tippet that’s 

lighter than necessary can lead to putting the fish under undue stress as it may 
take longer to land.  

 
 
Source: Orvis; Deneki Outdoors 
 

 
 

This is the e-newsletter of the Five Rivers Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the nation's leading coldwater 
conservation organization. 

 
Past newsletters can be found on the Five Rivers TU website 
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