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Letter from the President   
How great is it to see snow on the ground. One report I’ve seen has Durango with 232% 
of average precipitation in January. The SNOTELs for the San Miguel, Dolores, Animas 
and San Juan River Basins are showing 95% of Median Snow Water Equivalent for this 
water year and 315% of the 2018 water year year-to-date. I just wish some of this snow 
in Durango were up high, not down here. Keep your fingers crossed that our mountains 
continue to get the much needed snow so our rivers and watersheds can continue their 
recovery from the on-going drought. 
  
For those who are interested, here’s the link to the SNOTEL report: 
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/reports/UpdateReport.html?report=Colorado&format=SN
OTEL+Snowpack+Comparison+Update+Report 
  
5RTU Board 
Never in my 20 years association with Five Rivers TU have I been more excited than 
now. The Board we have is the best, most diverse, and most energetic with which I’ve 
been associated. Kara, Shelley and Garrett have taken the reigns to organize our 
member and supporter get-togethers for the coming year and Michael has brought 
expertise and enthusiasm to our Chapter communications. Look for a new web site in 
the foreseeable future and be sure and pay attention to emails announcing get-togethers 
and news about goings on. 
  
Conservation 
On the conservation front, we have solid representation on the Bonita Peak Superfund 
Community Advisory Group (CAG), efforts to obtain Outstanding Waters designation 
for Grasshopper Creek and on-going work with the US Forest Service and CPW on the 
Hermosa Creek Cutthroat recovery efforts. And thanks to a significant Grant from 
Patagonia, we will be making an important contribution to the on-going habitat and 
riparian restoration on Hermosa Creek. There will be volunteer opportunities this year, 
so stay tuned. 
  
San Juan Lineage Cutthroat 
We are really excited about the discovery of a once thought to be extinct sub-specie of 
Cutthroat. In case you hadn’t heard, DNA from several populations of Cutthroat here in 
the San Juan Mountains were matched to DNA from a thought-to-be extinct Cutthroat 
specimen residing in the Smithsonian that had been collected back in the 1920’s. This 
sub-specie has been dubbed the San Juan Lineage Cutthroat (SJCT). We will have 
several opportunities for protection and restoration of this vulnerable Cutthroat sub-
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specie that is native to our San Juan’s. 
  
Finally, for those of you receiving our emails that are not members of Trout Unlimited, I 
urge you to join. As a Chapter, we don’t collect dues and we don’t exclude anyone who 
is interested in our work on behalf of our cold-water fisheries. We get a small portion of 
the membership dues paid to the National organization. More importantly, we get a 
substantial amount of support in the form of advocacy and grant assistance from 
National TU and Colorado TU, our State Council.   
 
To join, simply click on the following link: 
https://gifts.tu.org/member/join?ms=MWL-WFO-WEBACQWL-
HP&_ga=2.201484561.166365999.1547824446-1202117644.1501872260 
  
Incidentally, as an at-large-director of CTU I can attest to the strong support we get 
down here in SW CO. 
 
As always, thanks for your support and Tight Lines 
 
Buck Skillen 
 

 
Chapter News 

• A big thanks to Matt McCannel, head guide at RIGS Fly Shop in Ridgeway, CO 
for venturing over for our January meeting and discussing techniques to help 
improve your landing rate. While Matt is generally targeting large fish on light 
leader/tippet with small flies, these are great tips for any situation. For those 
who attended - and those who couldn't make - here are the 5 recommendations 
that were discussed: 

o set your drag light, you can always add more 
o set the hook the opposite direction the fish is facing 
o use a low rod angle 
o get close to the fish and stay close 
o back off the drag and don't touch the line while netting the fish 

• Our Annual Spring Banquet will be held on May 18th at the Powerhouse. The 
Banquet is our primary fund raising opportunity that makes it possible to carry 
out our mission. More details to follow but mark your calendar. We're hoping for 
a big turnout. 
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• If your membership has lapsed, check out the following link to renew your 
membership https://gifts.tu.org/member/renew. As you know, it's the best $35 
you'll spend.  

• A special congratulations to 5RTU board member Kara Armano for being 
recognized by Orvis in their #50/50 On the Water Profiles. 50/50 On the Water is 
about inspiring and celebrating women in fly fishing. To read more about this 
accomplished angler and dedicated conservationist, check out the following 
link: https://5050onthewater.orvis.com/profiles/kara-armano-2/ 

• We are in the process of re-doing our 5 Rivers TU webpage. Our goal with the 
new page will be to make it user friendly - easy to read, more visual, and simple 
to navigate. In the meantime, follow us on our Facebook page 
@ https://www.facebook.com/Five-Rivers-Trout-Unlimited-205743456151860/ or 
check out the Facebook link at the top of the page. 
 

 
  
Upcoming Events and Activities  

• February 12, 2019 (Tuesday) – Board of Directors Meeting, Room 109 of the 
Smiley Building  

• February 13, 2019 (Wednesday) - Program from 6:00-8:00 pm at Pine Needle Dry 
Goods, located at 858 Main Avenue. We will be hosting a presentation featuring 
Bryan Huskey and Sascha Clark Danylchuk of Keepemwet®. Bryan and Sascha 
will discuss how anglers, through the process of a few small, simple steps, can 
help minimize the impact on the fish we catch and release them back into the 
water as healthy as possible. The program is open to the general public as well. 

• We will be co-hosting the open fly tying nights with Duranglers. Tying will 
start around 6:00pm and wrap up around 8:00 or so. There’s no cost and 
everyone is welcome. Bring your tools and materials as well as any beverages or 
snacks you would like (Dates: February 28th, March 28th) 

  
Don't forget to mark your calendars! 

As information becomes available, details for our public events will be communicated 
on our Facebook page as well as through our regular email messages. 

 
 

 
Fly Fishing Tips and How-To's: "What’s Living in Your Gear?" 
Aquatic diseases (e.g., Whirling Disease) and invasive species (e.g., Didymo) can have a 
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significant impact on our fisheries, and can easily be spread from one body of water to 
another. Unfortunately, there is no safe, simple, or one-size-fits-all solution when it 
comes to stopping their spread. While some Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) are 
visible, many are not. ANS can hitch a ride water or in the mud and aquatic vegetation 
(including on your boots or waders) and it takes only one mistake to infect a new area. 
 
One of the worst ANS offenders in our streams is didymo.  Didymo cells cling to gear 
and equipment and can be transferred to new uncontaminated streams. These 
microscopic cells can remain alive for several days in a moist environment. Only one 
cell is needed to invade park streams. There are currently no known methods for 
controlling or eradicating didymo once it infests a water body. 
 
What can you do to reduce the threat of these aquatic hitchhikers? It starts with 
ensuring that you inspect clean, and dry your fishing gear on a regular basis, especially 
when moving from waters where ANS are known to be present. Be aware that 
equipment that remains damp can harbor small particles of invasive species that can 
remain for weeks.   
 
According to Colorado Parks & Wildlife, the following are the top four methods 
(ranked in order of effectiveness) for cleaning or decontaminating your gear. If the 
methods below are not practical in your situation, try and restrict your equipment use 
to a single water body until you can clean your gear. 

1. Hot Water Bath  
2. Chemicals and Detergents   
3. Freezing 
4. Drying  

For more detailed information on each of the methods, go to following site: 
https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/ANS/StoptheSpreadHandout.pdf 
 
Take responsibility and clean your gear, particularly when moving from stream to 
stream. Establish a regular cleaning program and stick with it. Not only will your 
equipment last longer but you will be helping the environment as well.   
  
Sources: (Dave Kumlien, Executive Director, Whirling Disease Foundation; New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation; Alaska Department of Fish and Game; Colorado Parks 
& Wildlife; NPS.gov) 
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Final Thoughts: “A Flyfisher’s “Ode to Joy” 
 

Do you remember the first fish you ever caught by yourself on a fly? Is that not 
one of the best feelings ever? 
 
The sun shining on your face. The sound of the rushing water and the 
birds chirping. The pull on your line that has your heart racing with excitement. 
Remember the way your smile looks in the photo before you release the fish back 
into the stream? 
 
This is what fly fishing is all about. It’s not about how many fish you catch or how 
big the fish are. It’s about the memories that you create. 
  
Fly fishing is a life-long pursuit that can never be fully mastered. But that first fish 
you catch all by yourself, regardless of its size, is a moment full of accomplishment 
and satisfaction. 
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Our job at Trout Unlimited is to restore, reconnect, and protect the cold water 
resources from which all water comes. Over 88 cents from every dollar contributed 
to TU goes directly into conservation programs. 
 
Sign up, follow along, support our objectives and - most importantly - stay 
informed and engaged. 

 
 
 

This is the e-newsletter of Five Rivers Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater conservation 
organization - Trout Unlimited 
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