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Highlights  

• Approval of in-stream flow for protection of San Juan lineage cutthroat 
• Our fishing tip talks about a trout’s vision 

 
 
Letter from the President 
Some good news for the San Juan Lineage Cutthroat. The Colorado Water Conservation Board 
unanimously approved an “in-stream flow” protection for a 2-mile stretch of the creek where the 
trout were found – a designation that says water must stay in the river for the benefit of the 
environment, barring future development that would take water out.  
 
This in-stream flow protection is a water right for all of the unappropriated flow in Himes Creek, a 
remote creek in the Weminuche Wilderness. This is something that I supported in conjunction with 
USFS and CPW at the CWCB hearing in March of this year. 
 
What a Summer! The high country is finally starting to be fishable, as Dennis and I went up to 
Hermosa Creek above the Hotel Draw barrier and “exercised” a few of the native Cutthroats that 
seem to be doing nicely in that reach. We should see the Piedra River to come down to a comfortable 
flow in the next few weeks and I would bet that Lime Creek is in prime condition.  I continue to be 
amazed at the flows I see in Cascade Creek. 
 
As for the Animas, it is slowly coming down and might get to a comfortable flow for fishing 
streamers in a week or two. A question in my mind is if monsoons kick in are we going to see the 
Animas flow below 1000cfs before late fall/early winter. What a contrast to last year. 
 
 
Tight Lines. 
Buck Skillen 
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Chapter News 
• A couple of your Board members are continuing to connect with the teachers and hope to 

build a relationship that will get TU and our conservation messages into the classroom.  In  
order to build something sustainable we are looking for a volunteer who would take the 
Youth Education ball and run with it. If you have an interest, please call Buck Skillen @ 382-
8248 or 759-2726. 

 
• In coordination with The Forest Service, we are planning on workdays on Hermosa Creek at 

the confluence barrier for the purposes of planting willows on October 7th and 8th (Monday 
and Tuesday). This is the only volunteer opportunity we have for fieldwork at the present 
time. 

 
 
Upcoming Events 
You can get details for all upcoming events at the 5RTU website calendar page.  
 

• 5RTU Board Strategic Planning Session: August 9  
• Program with Greg Hobbs and Lifelong Learning – September 19 
• The Orvis 50/50 film - in conjunction with Braided - will be shown on September 26th 

  
As information becomes available, details for our events will be communicated on our Website, our 

Facebook page as well as through email messages. 
 

 
FISHING TIP:  Trout Vision and Its Impact on How You Fish 
The subject of how trout see the world – and you as a fisherman - is a complicated one but the basics 
are well worth your time. The effect of vision are twofold. First, the fish sees or doesn’t see a 
fisherman as a threat. Second, a fish sees an artificial fly as either something to eat or something to 
flee from. 
 
The following are some simple principals to keep in mind when you head to the stream. 
 

1. A trout’s blind spot is almost always straight downstream from its position (directly 
behind it).  

2. Trout have a 10-degree line of sight. That defines how close you can approach a trout 
without appearing in its window. If a trout holds in 2’ of water and you are in its 
window, 

a. At 10’, its line of sight is approximately 1’above the surface (you’re on your belly) 
b. At 30’, its line of sight is approximately 5’ above the surface (you’re kneeling or 

stooping)  
c. At 40’, its line of sight jumps to 7’ which allows most of us to stand straight up 
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3. For extremely close vision, a trout’s vision is better than human sight. However, it can 

distinguish details only close up. 
4. Size is usually the first criterion a fly must match, since size can be judged at a distance. 

If our fly is larger or smaller than the naturals, it will stand out as not natural. 
5. Trout can see color, but it is limited to relatively clear, shallow, water and short 

distances, so at close range, the trout can see the full detail of color. If a fly’s color isn’t 
close to that of the natural, that difference may account for close-range refusals. If you’re 
seeing fish inspect a fly closely but ultimately refuse it, try the same fly in a slightly 
different color. 

6. Trout can discern differences in shades with the highest in blue, then red and then green 
shades. The color red appears brighter than it does to humans, but quickly becomes 
black at greater distance. 

7. What trout respond to primarily in surface patterns is the impression of the fly on the 
surface film. The dimples on the surface caused by the weight of the fly resting on the 
water are a powerful trigger and their profile tells the trout that the object is likely to be 
food. 

8. A fly on the surface that is backlit by brightness will appear larger than it actually is. 
9. When a trout feeds within a few inches of the surface, its close focus reduces its ability to 

see. That’s why it’s important to present your flies right in their feeding lane. They won’t 
move 2-3’ to take a fly because they can’t see it that far away.  

10. A fish sees a submerged object with greater clarity and color than an object on the 
surface. When trout are sitting on the bottom and watching the surface, they need color 
and shape to define an object. 

 
Sources: American Angler; Gink and Gasoline; Ron Cordes “Pocket Guide to Dry Fly Fishing with 
Gary LaFontaine”; Dave Hughes, “Tactics for Trout”; Troutprostore.com 
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