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Highlights 

Update on Himes Creek in-stream flow proposal to protect SJ lineage cutthroat 
Volunteer opportunities are available for the Children's Water Festival and River Watch 

Fishing license renewal date for NM and Colorado is April 1 
Duranglers Fly Fishing Festival and 2019 Fly Film Tour on April 5-6 

Our monthly fishing tip talks about wading safety 
 
 

Letter from the President   
Well. March didn’t disappoint, the SNOTEL report for our Basin is currently showing 
164% of median for 3/24. I’m looking for a robust runoff. 

In late March, I attended the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) meeting to 
advocate for the proposed in-stream flow (ISF) right being requested by USFS and CPW 
for Himes Creek. After presentations by USFS, CPW and various experts on 
geomorphology, several citizens were permitted to offer comments. I spoke to the 
critical need to preserve this newly rediscovered cutthroat sub-specie and to the 
importance of tourism to our Southwest Colorado communities as well as the need to 
prevent encroachment on local area control by an Endangered Specie Act listing. The 
CWCB approved the proposed ISF. It now goes to a comment period and the hearing of 
possible opposition so there are several steps to go. 

Once again, just to remind our members and supporters, our new 5RTU website is up 
and running. Check it out at www.fiveriverstu.org. New information will be 
forthcoming on the website as we head into the fishing season. 
 
If you're not a TU member, you can join at a special introductory rate of just $17.50. Not 
only does this show you care about our stewardship of our cold-water fisheries but $15 
of your $17.50 will go directly to support 5RTU (more if you join at a higher 
membership level). Be sure to include our chapter number (#451). 

As always, thank you for your support of the work we do for our cold-water fisheries 
and Tight Lines. 

 
Buck Skillen 
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Chapter News 

• On March 19, we hosted Taylor Streit from Taos Fly Shop. Around 45 attendees 
at the Underground had an opportunity to hear Taylor speak on the fishing 
opportunities in northern New Mexico, particularly on the Rio Grande and the 
Red Rivers, as well as the conservation efforts that have turned them into true fly 
fishing gems. 

• As we have in the past, Five Rivers TU is sponsoring a local youth to attend the 
River Conservation and Fly Fishing Camp. Applications are due by Monday, 
April 15.  

• We have a couple of volunteer opportunities available. More information is 
available on our website or you can contact Buck Skillen 
at bskillen759@gmail.com 

o We need volunteers to help with the Children's Water Festival 
on Wednesday, May 1 at Ft. Lewis.  

o River Watch is looking for a volunteer to take on water quality sampling 
for the late spring to early fall months. The commitment is about 2 ½ days 
per month. 

• A big thanks to Duranglers for co-hosting the fly tying nights the past couple of 
months. It was a great way to get out of the house while filling up the fly box. 

 
   
Upcoming Events 
Details for all upcoming events can be seen by going to the 5RTU website calendar 
page. The calendar is updated regularly. 

• April 1 is the renewal date for your NM and CO fishing licenses 
• April 5 – An evening with self-programed “fly fishing expert” and funnyman 

Hank Patterson at the Henry Strater Theatre. Social from 6:30 - 7:00pm / 
Presentation from 7:00 - 8:30pm. Tickets are $8 and are available at Duranglers or 
at the door. 

• April 6 – Duranglers Fly Fishing Festival. A full day of activities are planned 
starting at 8am. You can stop by the shop for details or check out our website for 
more details. 
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• April 6 - The return of the 2019 Fly Fishing Film Tour to Durango. Two shows: 
4pm and 8pm. Discount tickets are available in advance at Duranglers. 

• April 16 – A public meeting will be held in Pagosa Springs at the The Springs 
Resort to discuss the San Juan cutthroat trout, their (re)discovery and their future 
reintroduction.. This will be a panel discussion that includes participants from 
the Colorado Parks and Wildlife, San Juan National Forest, Trout Unlimited and 
other partners. 

• April 18 - Braided and 5RTU Happy Hour at Steamworks. An opportunity to 
meet new anglers while getting to getting to know a little more about each other 
as well as our respective organizations. 

• May 18 - 5RTU Banquet at the Powerhouse. 
  
 

As information becomes available, details for our events will be communicated on 
our Website, our Facebook page as well as through email messages. 

 
 

FISHING TIP: Wade with caution. Wade with care 
With the robust steam flows expected this year, it's important to remember that there 
are obvious and not so obvious dangers inherent with wading. Smart – and safe - 
wading can make your fishing a lot more fun — and could save your life! 
 

1. Don’t wade unnecessarily. Wading is not always required. Oftentimes you can 
reach spots in a river you want to fish without wading. An added benefit is that 
the fish are much less likely to be alerted to your presence if you stay out of the 
water. 

2. Know your limits. Each angler’s comfort level is different regarding the type of 
water they are comfortable wading in. Listen to your instincts. If you’re not 
comfortable, don’t do it.  

3. Wear your wading belt. A wading belt should be mandatory when wearing 
waders. While they are not perfect in preventing water from filling up your 
waders, if you go under it will slow the flow of water into the legs and boots of 
your waders. Use it even if you are wearing a hip pack. 
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4. Use a wading staff. Aside from offering stability when crossing a river, wading 
staffs also can help you to better judge water depth. They’re especially helpful 
when wading on unfamiliar or high gradient streams. The third point of support 
they provide allows you to always maintain two points of contact while moving 
your feet. If you don’t carry one, grab a streamside stick. 

5. Do the shuffle. Foot placement is essential to safe wading. You always want to 
make a conscious effort to keep your feet in contact with the bottom, especially in 
fast water. The best way to accomplish this is to "slide", rather than step. Plant 
your downriver foot firmly and then slide your upriver foot forward until it's 
even with your downriver foot. Once the upriver foot has a firm hold, repeat the 
process. NEVER cross your feet while stepping! 

6. Keep your body sideways. Facing directly upstream or downstream against the 
current puts the full force of that current against you. Standing sideways in the 
river will allow you to maintain control and stability. Widen your stance so your 
feet are shoulder-width apart for more stability. 

7. Plan your route … and your escape. Should you even be wading here? Rivers 
and streams change constantly. Keep your eyes on where you want to go and 
look for potential dangers. Think about what you will do if you lose your footing 
and get swept off your feet. 

8. Safety > equipment. In a worst scenario, you lose your footing and go for a 
swim. If this happens, your life is far more important than your gear. Abandon it 
and focus on using both hands to get out of trouble. 

 
There’s nothing that can ruin a fishing trip faster than being soaked to the bone from a 
fall in a cold stream far from your vehicle. Many of us have taken a wet and wild 
plunge as a result of overconfidence or a foolish wading mistake. Remember that safety 
comes first. 
 
Sources: Orvis; Trouts Fly Fishing; TheFlyFishingBasics.com; Midcurrent.com 

 
 

This is the e-newsletter of the Five Rivers Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the nation's leading 
coldwater conservation organization. 

 
Past newsletters can be found on the Five Rivers TU website. 
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